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Originally Built in 1817 at,Cost
of $2,250, Has Housed Many
Famous Preachers. @
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MACEDON, N, Y. May 3 (¥—The
M&-wear-0ld Friends' metting house
at Yarmiogton, near here, landmark
of a once-flourishdng CQuaker o©com-
raunity: bas lxeo moeved from Jis alie
to an adlacent farn and changed 10|
mecl the neods of farm slorage.

In It years sgo reme of the most
famous Quaker preachers of ihe
country delivered “sermons rich. In
oratlory And exhoctations which stlir-
red Jarge conpregatlons, A plit In the
soclely caured by diarentieon over the
Icadership of Eilas 1flcks marked the
t<ginning of the end, and of late
years meetings In the old church hlnvl-
been few,

The church was finlshed In 1317 =t
a ¢t of appreoximately §12235. For
years It was carefully <ared for and
furnlahed, The shades &t the win-
dowa would Jdellght many collectors,
They were evidently hong befors the
Civil War, for labeid show they werne!
patenicd In 1831, The {iztures are;
entirely of weood,

The histery ‘of Farmingten, s
Quakers and (s churches, datea back
to 17§37, when a company of Frismls
Iving In Adams, Derkehire county,
Alazsachusatis, heard of the ‘mdvan-
Liges of the new Geneses counley and
sent thelr leadera 1o explore I A
decd was lssued to Nathan Comstock

men, with thele sans, and Iebert

the communlny,

An the sctilement grow,. religlous
meetlngs AL firat held In the homes
were transferred (o a log cabln, built
In 1) This siructure also ured ns

the first house of worship 1o be ¢rect-
ed west of Clintan county. It wns
destroyed by fjiee in 15308 nnd was re-
placed by the larger bullding. Ax the
communily grew thls proved In-
adequata nrad In 1516 constructlun of
the present piructure was logun,

Both the communlly and ¥oclely of
Frienda Increascd In slze. AL many
meellngs, it Is recalled, the =eats of
ihe lewer floor and balcony were fill-
ed and the worshippers occupled the
alales and stalrwaye. Dot just prior
e 1521 Elas Hileks Lhen one of ihe
meat glited and influeniial menbers
of the Soclely of Friends, expoundcd
docirines not acceptable to the entire
membership and in June. 1625, bome
memberas responded 1o A call by Calel
MeCumber nnd followed him 1o tha
older church. They were Kknown
thereafier an thoe "Orthedox Friends,™
while the followers of lllcks came Lo
be called “Hicksltes™

A number of the Friends still live
In Farmington, cherishing memories
of tha past. Mnany of them uss the
qualnt “the™ and “thou" addresn of
thelr ancestora, cepiclally when Cone-
veraing among theme=elveea, Dlafrst
Ao themi, perhape I8 Jlenry
Lireene, for 63 years & memlssr of the
soclely and one of the committee
which negotlated the mals of the obd
church and Ita five acres of prouvml, |
The church of the *Oribhodoz Friends™
sill] i3 In wae.




